TONNY and ANNIE CALDERWOOD’S DIARY
January 1 to December 31, 1963

transcribed by Elizabeth MacLean

Jan. 1, Tuesday Tonny: +20°. Happy New Year, and thanks Cousin Jennie for the nice book.
Such a nice day after the last two of storm. Wind still strong N.W. but
moderating tonight. Chored and delivered milk around the island run. Called
on the Beveridges a few minutes on way home. Almost had trouble getting
through snow bank above Tumbledown as the snow had blown in so. Didn’t
dare attempt going to the New Year’s Party at Bill and June’s last night
because of the snow blowing. Have pumped and chored. Had to snowshoe to
spring and back. Too pooped to poop.

Jan. 2, Wednesday Tonny: 30+. Up over 40° during the day. Chored and went on milk route. Nan
washed at Burgesses. Nan took down our Christmas tree and lights after coming
home. | went over to Tumbledown, put in 8 panes of glass and shingled up
some cracks between the boards where the snow had blown into the ground
mow. Also over big door. Did chores while there. H.D. brought my grain due
since Monday. We had no boat with freight since Sat. Bill H. came down with
scallops tonight, had supper with us, and spent the night. His family returned
to Rockland this morning. This has truly been a beautiful winter day.

Jan. 3, Thursday Tonny: 30+. Bill went home in Elsie Q Jeep this morning. | took bags along
when we went with milk and brought home 9 bags of shavings from Brown’s
shop. Nan came right home in the Chevy. Pumped and chored. Mr. Montgomery
called by phone and talked with Nan while | was at barn this morning. Another
nice day. Dalon Brown’s girl Mary Ella gave birth to a baby girl this A.M.

Jan. 4, Friday Tonny: 30+. Wind N.E. light. Cloudy with sun showing some during P.M.
Chored. Rested while Nan went with milk. She had only returned when Orilla
Sampson and Edna Dyer called to spend P.M. About 3:30 | went over to
Tumbledown and shingled the cracks in Tie-up along front side of barn and
under barn floor window before doing the chores there. When | came down
from milking chores here, Harvey, Shirley and Bill H. had arrived. Harvey
showed his home movies. Very good.

Jan. 5, Saturday Tonny: +32. N.N.E. air. Became a beautiful day. Chored. Nan delivered milk.
Rested while Nan was gone. Pumped, then while choring at other barn | put
shingles over cracks in barn wall in calving shed. Have tie-up in pretty tight
shape now except forgetting plank walkway back of animals fastened down.
Can’t do this until | get the anti-spread rod through new sill. Don and Cynthia
called on us this evening.

Jan. 6, Sunday Tonny: Calm - 30+. Overcast. Became a beautiful day. Chored. Delivered milk.
We had dinner with the Burgesses - ham and dandelion greens. Very good.
Rested an hour this P.M. then chored early to go up to Beveridges to supper.
Had a nice evening.
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Jan. 7, Monday Tonny: Calm +24. Became a lovely day. Chored. Nan delivered milk as |
wanted to be around when the telephone repairman came. Washed the
milkroom and entry floor while waiting for him. Took our old phone out and
gave it to me as we’ve been on dial since December 13", Pumped and chored.
This has been a beautiful spell of weather since last Tuesday.

Jan. 8, Tuesday Tonny: 25+ and calm. A good day to work out doors, but rather raw. Nan
delivered milk. | chored and then worked at Tumbledown barn. Finished
putting strips around tie-up windows, put a strip along back edge of platform
back of stock to keep wind from blowing up out of cellar. Then spent
remaining time on stable floor by door. Nearly finished it. Chored. Received
our Christmas box of Riviera Pears tonight from the Montgomerys. Part of an
eight month Fruit of the Month gift.

Jan. 9, Wednesday Tonny: N.W. air, +28. Lovely day. Chored and then went on milk route with
Nan. Stopped at Mrs. Pease’s and then at Abbie’s on way home to inspect for
storm damage. Found part of a sky-light window blown out at Mrs. Pease’s,
and three shingles broken off at Abbie’s - two on garage roof and one on shed
roof. Dodged up to E. Beveridge’s to see the job Willis the pulp cutter was
doing in the section between the house field and the shore. He’s a neat
chopper. Came right home without seeing the Beveridges. Pumped and chored.

Jan. 10, Thursday Tonny: +32. Westerly air. Another so very good day. Chored. Nan delivered
milk. | went over to Tumbledown in Jeep and brought home my tools and the
short pieces of boards and planks left from repairing tie-up. Baled up all the
bags (grain) that were any good before coming home. Baled up all my bags
here at home. Both places had 150 good ones and 38 culls. Put separator
boards on each side of the Walker Ames cow to keep the other cows from
stealing her grain. Made calving pen at Tumbledown while doing chores, and
turned Hiram cow heifer loose. May calve anytime.

Jan. 11, Friday Tonny: N.E. air. +32. Turned raw and almost stormed this P.M. Beautiful and
calm this morning. Chored. Nan delivered milk. | took the bales from Mrs.
Pease’s barn to Wayside Service to have the twisted-off stud bolts in safety
clutch on fly-wheel drilled out, and new ones put in. Put baler back in Mrs.
Pease’s barn. F. Adams’ crew finished shingling the south side of the barn roof
today, Mrs. Pease’s and took the staging home. Pumped and chored.

Jan. 12, Saturday +20. Raw N.E. Started snowing during night - maybe 3 inches, changing to some
freezing drizzle tonight. Chored. Delivered milk. Nan stayed home and cleaned
up Pat’s room, putting away our Christmas presents, etc. Took McCulloch saw
along and Foster overhauled it, cleaning points, flushing out gas tank, etc. Up
to Burgesses this evening. Edith and Milton there. Credited Foster M. $5.00 on
Dec. milk for work on McCulloch and the valve and carbon job he did on the
water pump engine a while back.

Jan. 13, Sunday Tonny: +30. Light air N.E. Almost drizzle. Rained this P.M. Stimpson’s Island
cow’s black heifer racing at Tumbledown. Chored and delivered milk. We were
treated to homemade ice cream at Doug Stone’s on milk route. Rested an hour
this P.M. Pumped and chored. Up to the Don Witherspoons to supper and
evening. The Beveridges and Gordon Peters were there. Had a nice time.
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Tonny: About 15 above. Calm. Hauling out 4 loads wood for Ern Whitmore -
$10.00. Nan delivered milk. | put chains on the tractor and went up to Ern’s to
haul out some wood for him. Had to get one of my chains off the King’s tractor
when | went along. It had been on his tractor since we plowed at Watson’s last
fall. A lot of snow in places. Chored.

Tonny: +17. Westerly breeze. Nice day but slippery driving and walking.
Chored. H.D. brought my grain this morning. Went on milk route with Nan. Lost
some time at Brown’s Shop as Pat worked on left back door. It didn’t shut
good. Took stove pipe off living room stove this P.M. and cleaned it out.
Pumped and chored. Bill Hopkins down to supper and evening with us. Watched
McCulloch chainsaw program before doing milking chores tonight. Slim Clark
and the Country Gentlemen.

Tonny: +8° clear and sunny N.W. breeze. Chored. So slippery walking and
driving that | went on milk route with Nan. Stopped at Beveridges on way home
and bought a lamb carcass of them. Cut it up and put it in freezer before
starting chores. Chored and went to bed at 9:30. Cold but no wind 6° above.
Owe Eliot Beveridge 22# lamb @ .40 = $8.80.

Tonny: 16° above and clear. Westerly or west-southwest breeze. Was 6° above
when | came from barn last night. Warmed to a nice day. Nan went with milk. |
took mower from Tumbledown up to Mrs. Pease’s barn. Sorry to have been so
late getting it under cover. Ground two axes after | came back. Also cleaned
out back of Jeep, putting my tools and odds and ends of Tumbledown lumber
in top of shop. Pumped and chored.

Tonny: +24. Light snow this A.M. Almost warmed up enough to stick to the icy
places. Chored. Went on milk route with Nan. Treated to apple pie and
gingerbread at Jennie O.B.’s. Rested an hour this P.M. Chored. Made out milk
tax papers this morning before starting chores. The “Little King” and “Tiny
King” called at barn while | was choring this A.M.

Tonny: +26. Calm. Cleared to a beautiful warm day. Bred Liz Grey’s first
granddaughter to Charlie Holstein Jr. Nan delivered milk. | repaired the tie-up
door. Pumped and chored. The Witherspoons called this evening. Nan made a
batch of pineapple sherbet this P.M.

Tonny: +32° but up over 40° part of day. Cloudy and gloomy. Easterly wind.
Heavy rain all day, changing to fog late this P.M. Really cleaned a lot of the
snow off. Very icy through the schoolhouse woods and Turner woods. Put on
our chains before starting out with milk. Came right home and rested an hour
before doing chores. Up to Bill Hopkins’ to supper and evening. He made
scallop stew and an apple pie. Both were very good.

Tonny: 24° but dropped to 18° by mid-forenoon. Beautiful clear sunny day but
growing rapidly cold. Snowed enough early this morning to make the ice not
slippery. Wind breezing up hard N.W. Chored and delivered milk. Nan made a
batch of ice cream this P.M. Pumped and chored. Down to 10° above tonight at
9:30 but wind has dropped out considerably.
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Tonny: High clouds but clearing. 8° above. Calm. Black Hiram heifer calved at
Tumbledown this morning - Charlie Holstein’s first offspring - a son. Chored.
Went on milk route with Nan as it breezed up so raw and disagreeable.
Warmed up into the 20s but very penetrating. Went back over to Tumbledown
as soon as we got home from delivering. Watered up the heifer and washed her
udder in hot water. Stripped her out a little and made sure the calf was
sucking. Chored. Watched the McCulloch Country Caravan with Slim Clark and
Country Gentlemen before doing milking chores.

Tonny: 24° above with very sharp wind. Chored. Up early so to give the Hiram
heifer a hot water wash and to strip her out. | think she’ll milk good when she
gets straightened around. Went on milk route with Nan as it was so windy.
Pumped and chored.

Tonny: 8° above. Almost N.W. gale. Light snow during night, blowing badly
this morning. Cold all day. Growing cold tonight - 5° above at 6:00 P.M. No
boat tonight. Ours on Swan’s Island run. Vinalhaven boat returned directly to
V.H. from Rockland. Bought ourselves a new thermometer today. $1.64.
Chored.

Tonny: 2° above. Westerly wind. A nice sunny day but cold. Chored and went
on milk route. The left back door on Chevy bothered so were lost an hour
having Pat try to fix it. Not much luck. Pumped and chored. Saved milk from
Hiram heifer first time tonight to see if it’s okay.

Tonny: 10° above. N.E. breeze. Looks snowy. Chored. Nan was going to take
the milk but snow started falling just as we were boxing the milk so | went
with her. Nearly four inches of feathers fell. Town plow down after dark
tonight. Only had a half hour or so between getting home and starting chores
again. Mended my leather mittens in that time. Chored early to go up to
Thorntons for evening. Had a nice time.

Tonny: 22° above. Rose rapidly this A.M. to over 40°. Very tough N.E. snow
storm from before daylight to nine o’clock when it changed to a tough rain
storm. Did chores at this barn first before putting chains on to go to other
barn. Snow plow had been down by that time. Delivered milk and came right
home. Pumped and chored after resting an hour which made me late. Wind
breezing up N.W. tonight.

Tonny: 12° above. Strong westerly wind. Sunny. Chored. Went on milk route.
Nan stayed home and worked. Stopped at Lawrence Beverage’s on way home
to look at a couple 6 mo. heifers he talks of trading with me for Walker cow.

Chored. Harvey Demmons brought grain about 4:45. Then | got stuck trying to
drive by his Band R truck while he was in the house collecting fgt. money.

Tonny: 4° above. Cold and windy. Chored. Delivered milk in Jeep. Took bags
along and succeeded in getting 9 bags of shavings. Was completely out of
bedding. Started choring as soon as we got home as the Burgesses and Ames
were coming down to supper. Had a nice time. This was pump day too. Had to
use blow torch on cistern first time this year.
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Tonny: 18° above. Westerly wind. Snow flurries this morning. Enough to make
the icy places more slippery. Cleared early in the A.M. Chored and went on
milk route in Jeep. Hurried home to be here when the “Little King” brought a
six months Guernsey heifer and a six months Angus Jersey heifer down in
exchange for the Walker Ames’ Jersey | bought of him in November. These
were two calves he had raised from last summer. The Guernsey was a calf he
brought from the mainland. Put the two calves in bull barn. Took Walker cow
to Aunt Lottie’s, then brought my black Hiram heifer and her calf from
Tumbledown. Chored. Finished Ern’s S.S. acc’t to send to Internal Revenue.
Traded Walker Ames cow for 2 eight months calves with Lawrence Beverage -
calves may be worth $50.00. Pd $115.00 for cow in November.

Tonny: 14° above. N.E. air. A nice day but pretty sharp. Chored and went on
milk route. Went in Chevy and run out of gas above Tumbledown barn. Walked
home to get a can of gas, taking it back over in Elsie Q. Made us late getting
around with milk. Pumped and chored.

Tonny: Jan. 22 - black Hiram heifer calved at Tumbledown - a black & white
bull. Feb. 1 - Watch S.I. black heifer for racing. Tried to breed her this date
but no luck. She was willing but bull couldn’t make contact. Watch her Feb.
19. Feb. 3 - Started feeding western side of barn. Feb. 5 - Agnes cow calved
during night - Guernsey colored heifer. Am raising her. Feb. 12 - Bred Liz
Grey’s second black and white heifer (her third daughter) to Charlie Holstein
Jr. Feb. 13 - Traded my Alice cow 3 yr. old heifer (never calved) to L.
Beverage for his P.E. Jersey cow. Owe him $75 in milk. Allowed me $100 for
heifer. His Jersey due to calve in March 19. Calved Mar. 13 - a red heifer. Feb.
25 - Liz Grey cow calved - a Guernsey colored bull. Jan. 19" Bred Liz Grey’s
first granddaughter to Charlie Holstein Jr.

Tonny: 4° above. N.E. air. Warmed up to a beautiful day. Nan went on milk
route. | started working on Income Tax material. Chored.

Tonny: 8° above. N.E. air. Heavy frost. Fair but quite raw. Nan delivered milk
so | could work on my Income Tax papers. Pumped and chored. Started to snow
at chore time, then turned to rain before | finished up. Were invited up to
Burgesses this evening. Edith Ames’ birthday but didn’t go as weather was too
uncertain. Afraid we get an ice storm. Pumped and chored.

Tonny: 30° above, growing colder during the day. Strong N.W. wind. Chored.
Considerable snow taken off by rain last night but boy is it icy. Went on milk
route with Nan. Visited at Burgesses a few minutes and then called on the
Beveridges on our way home to see how their shore vista was coming along.
The pulper has about 50 cords cut off now. Chored. Down to zero when | came
from barn last time.

Tonny: 8° below zero. Strong N.W. wind. Cold, cold, cold. Chored. Went on
milk route. Did manage to warm up to about fifteen. Down to 4° above tonight
while choring. Pumped and chored. Making a lot of ice in spring every cold
spell now.
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Tonny: A North West snowstorm - what do you know about that. 20° above.
Made four or more inches of snow. The Agnes cow had calved in tie-up when |
went to the barn - a Guernsey colored heifer - may raise her. Got stuck on
Birch tree hill - slid off coming home from other barn this morning. Snow plow
came along and pulled me out. Finally finished morning chores at 11:15. Went
on milk route. Lots of snow in people’s dooryards.

Tonny: 20°above. N.E. air. Pretty fair kind of day but miserable slippery
walking. Jennie O. fell and either broke or splintered her knee this morning.
Taken to Rockland. Chored and went on milk route. Rested a half hour.
Pumped and chored. We are told that Jennie’s break was a bad one above her
knee and that she must have a pin put in. This is bad. Feb. 11 - No pin put in as
yet. Traction doing the job.

Tonny: 22° above. Easterly air. Light snow last night. Cleared to a beautiful
day. Even melted some on porch. Chored and went on milk route. Shoveled out
dooryard after we came home. Rested a half hour. Chored. Had trouble getting
turned round in dooryard and getting into garage after all the shoveling as
there is so much ice.

Tonny: 0° with northeasterly wind swinging to N. Watch Liz Grey’s first
granddaughter - no sign today. May have settled. Snow blown into tracks so |
couldn’t drive up to this barn this morning. Did get out of garage driveway and
over to Tumbledown. Chored and went on milk route. A very cold day all day.
Pumped and chored. Got stuck in dooryard trying to go over to Tumbledown
chores tonight. Nan helped me get out and went over with me. 9:00 when |
finished these home chores - 6° below. Had warmed up to zero when we went
to bed. Pooched.

Tonny: Westerly breeze. 4° above. Warmed up to a nice sunny day. Nan took
milk so | could wok on my income tax papers. She also did two loads of clothes
before coming home. Chored.

Tonny: 22° above. Overcast some. W.S. W. wind. Made a nice day. Chored.
Went on milk route with Nan. Watched the children skate a few minutes at the
Lion’s pond by Wayside Rested 15 minutes. Pumped and chored. Don and
Cynthia called this evening.

Tonny: 24° above. S.W. air. Snowed some this A.M. so | went on the milk
route. Worked what time | had this P.M. on income tax papers. H.D. brought
grain tonight. L. Beverage called at Tumbledown while | was choring there so |
was late from this barn 9:00. Oh hum.

Tonny: 20° above. N.E. air. Light snow falling. Continued all day to heavy this
P.M. changing to nearly snow at dark. Chored and went on milk route. Had
chains put on at Brown’s before trying to come home. Pumped and chored.
Had a peck of trouble getting out of the dooryard when we went to
Tumbledown tonight and more getting back into the garage. Breeding the
black and whit heifer slowed me down so | was very late again tonight - after
9:00. What a winter this is getting to be.
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Tonny: 20°above - N.E. air. Up at 5:00 this morning to work on Income Tax
material. Must have sleeted last evening as there’s a cussed crust this morning
that won’t quite hold one’s weight. Show plow came and plowed up to the
barn while | was doing these chores. Didn’t try to go over to Tumbledown first
as | couldn’t get out of garage without shoveling. Delivered milk. Came right
home and worked what time | had on Income Tax papers. Didn’t come straight
home though for we swung down to H.D.’s to get Valentine present. Bill
Hopkins called up and invited himself down to steak supper. The little King
took my Alice cow’s heifer out of Tumbledown and left his Pete Edwards’
Jersey cow. Owe him $75.00 in milk.

Tonny: Sunny and quite cold. 16° above. W.S.W. wind. A nice day. Chored and
went on milk route. Came right home and had nearly an hour to work on
Income Tax papers. Pumped and chored. Worked on papers again tonight.

Tonny: 18° above. W.S.W. breeze. Up at 5:00 again this morning working on
papers. Must be finished today but how? Nan delivered the milk and did a wash
at Burgesses. | was on my last page of copy when she came home. Finished and
in the mailbox at 4:15 and it cost me plenty. S.S. - $129.00. Income tax
$271.00 or 1600 qts of milk. Chored and down from the barn at 7:50. Took in
the clothes from the wash today and is it growing cold. Almost zero and
blowing hard.

Tonny: -2° zero. Strong W.N.W. wind. Clear and sunny but cold. Chored and
went on milk route. Stopped at Bertha’s on way home to get hair cut. First one
since before December. Wrong- the 3™ of December. Pumped and chored. all
ready to water up here when the wheel valve on cistern twisted off. Shorty
came down with a street valve shut off for me. Made my chores lat again. 4°
below zero tonight but wind dropping out some. Did chores at other barn while
| was waiting for Shorty to come.

Tonny: 4° below zero. Clear, sunny and calm. Little Thoroughfare frozen
across to Simpson’s Island this morning. A nice day warming up to about 20.
Chored and went on milk route. Came right home to rest an hour. Had just
reached the halfway mark when the Beveridge’s arrived. Had a nice hour visit.
Had to pump again this P.M. along with chores by getting fouled up yesterday
P.M.

Tonny: Eunice Curtis gave birth to twins - a boy and a girl. 22° above. About
calm. At least it’s smooth on the ice between here and Stimpson’s. What a
mess. All this snow and the crust will not quite hold a person. Oh dear. Oh hum
and | need to get some wood badly. The ice has cleared itself out today. Just a
few drifting cakes tonight. Hope it stays out. Chored and went on milk route.
Nan stayed up to Garden Club meeting this P.M. | had new snow tread mounted
at Brown’s as a spare and then came home. Went over to spring to pump but
couldn’t get one drain plug to stay in pump. Threads are worn in casting. Have
enough water in cistern for tonight’s watering. Bill promises to come
tomorrow. Sun softened the crust some. A help. Took chains off tonight.
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Tonny: A beautiful calm morning. Watch S.1. black heifer. Cloudy some but
warm. 28°. They promise snow or rain for tonight and then colder. Chored. Nan
delivered milk. | shoveled out the Jeep and put chains on it. Shorty and Bill
Hurd came to work on the water pump. Tapped the openings out so | could put
in new drains. Pumped and chored. Started to rain a little tonight while
choring. Changed to snow.

Tonny: S.l. heifer racing this P.M. Couldn’t do anything about it. Too much
snow to content with. 15° above. Wind from western qtr. Snowed most of night
evidently. Show plow was been down before 7:00 this morning. At least even
inches of snow on porch. Must have been a tough night the way the road to
barn was banked full. Chored. Delivered milk in Jeep. Mostly a one track road
around the island especially between D. Witherspoon’s and Charlie Brown’s.
Came right home and started shoveling. Nan shoveled off porch while |
shoveled road to panel truck so | could lug some grain into barn. Then she
went over to Tumbledown and helped me shovel a path to barn and well
house. What a winter!

Tonny: 35° above. S.W. wind. Promises to be much colder tonight. Has grown
cold all A.M. Down to 18° above before we started out with milk. Delivered in
Jeep and came right home. Rested 3/4 of an hour before starting chores.
Pumped and chored. UP to Burgesses tonight to Mrs. B.’s annual Christmas
party. The Oldroyds are all over for a few days. We men folks chewed the fat
in the den - Milton Ames, J. Oldroyd, Frank S., Prudy and yours truly. Almost
down to zero when we came home.

Tonny: Wayside Service plowed barn road. Cold - 0° or below. Westerly wind.
Nice day but stayed cold. Chored. Pat and Little Mike arrived by taxi about
10:30. They went on milk route with us. Came right home and they and Nan
went right back up to Burgesses so the Oldroyds could see Michael. | rested 15
minutes and then started chores. Peeled enough apples so Nan could make two
apple pies. Then she made a batch of ice cream while | was going the barn
chores. The work this woman has turned out this day. The Oldroyds, Burgesses,
and Ames down this evening. Jim showed his colored slides. Very good. Then
about 10:15 Sheila, young Jim, Floyd C. and Paul Quinn blew in. Had a house
full.

Tonny: Beautiful clear morning but cold. 4° above. Westerly breeze. Sun
coming up pretty. Have washed the dishes from last evening this morning.
Chored. Nan delivered milk. | went up on the Bank’s road above my woodlot
gate and sawed down a big dead tree left by road crew. Junked it over half
way up into Ashley junks, split it and hauled it home in Jeep. Am getting very
low on living room wood. In fact we’re getting very low on all wood. Can’t get
at any of my last winter’s cutting. Pumped and chored. Watched Lawrence
Welk and Gunsmoke.

Tonny: Overcast with light snow this P.M. Raining some tonight. Wind
Southerly and S.W. about 25° above this morning. Chored. The Beveridges
down after milk and cream this A.M. while | was at barn. Also Shorty B. Three
or four days ago we had so much extra milk we had to separate, today we’re
short. Wouldn’t that diddle old Fido? Delivered milk and came right home.
Rested an hour before starting chores. Put Liz Grey into calving pen tonight.
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Tonny: 20° above. N.W. wind. A nice day but stayed cold all day. Nan delivered
milk. | went up on the Bank’s road and finished cleaning up the tree | worked
on Saturday. Sprung the right hand door on my Jeep as | was backing into our
garage driveway. It swung open just as | backed by the snow bank. Brought the
wood home from Bank’s road in Jeep and piled it on doorstep. Pumped and
chored. H.D. brought grain. Liz Grey cow calved about 10:00 tonight. Guernsey
colored bull. Her first son after having four daughters.

Tonny: Cold, cold, cold. Six above. N.W. wind. Chored. Nan delivered milk. |
did some work at barn filling up grain barrels etc. and then went up on Bank’s
road in Jeep to get the limbs from tree I’ve been working on. Stopped on Birch
Tree hill on way home and sawed down and junked up a big spruce on Cobb’s
that had died standing. Had twenty cuts. Brought them home along with limbs.
Just getting ready to start chores when H.D. arrived with my Bush and Bog
harrow from Payson’s. Unloaded it in snow bank above barn. Jeep stopped on
me coming home from Tumbledown chores. Emery towed me home. Full pump
or something of that nature acts like. Made chores late again tonight.

Tonny: Still cold. 0° degrees N.N.E. air. A nice day but pretty sharp. Wind
swung out S.W. awhile this P.M. Nan delivered milk. | cut up the limbs |
brought home yesterday and split the wood for kitchen stove. Pumped and
chored. Am late again tonight. Can’t seem to get chore done early.

Tonny: Clear and sunny. a beautiful morning. About 18° above. Northerly air.
Chored. Put Liz Grey back into stanchion. Uncle Herb came after his bag of hen
mash while | was choring and got stuck on the ice above the power house. Lost
most a half hour fooling with him. Nan took the milk. | watered up and then
filed and jointed chain saw while waiting for A. Patrick to come work on Elsie
Q. Put in a new set of points. Brought me several gas of shavings. Pruned our
Red Astracou and Cortland trees. Chored and am pooched.

Tonny: March 11 - Black Flora heifer (Charlie Holstein’s second heifer to calve)
had a black heifer from Charlie Holstein Jr. March 13 - Lawrence Beverage’s
Jersey calved at Tumbledown - a red heifer. This calf from my last year’s Pete
Holstein. march 20 - Saw 5 wild geese flying over. March 20 - sold to Lawrence
Beverage the Stimpson Island cow’s 4 yr. old red heifer “Big Red” and the
Stimpson Island cow’s 12 yr old black and white heifer from Charlie Holstein.
Didn’t breed at pasture last summer. $170. pd by check. March 21. March 25 -
Fox Sparrows arrived - beautiful birds. March 26 - Red winged blackbirds
arrived. They’d better keep out of my corn this year. March 26 - Two large
flocks of wild geese - 5 some and 26. March 26 - Killdeer and cow birds arrived
and Na heard a frog tonight. March 26 - Sea ducks and drakes arrive off Bull
Rock this morning.

Tonny: Cold. 12° above. Northerly wind. A nice day but it does stay cold. Snow
isn’t settling any and there’s so much of it. Nan delivered milk. | started trying
to clean up the blown-ups on Cobb’s against my line and went nearly to my
hips trying to get in there from the road with the chainsaw. Cleaned up two
trees before my feet nearly froze. Snowstorm making up so we put the dry
kitchen wood | split Wednesday back into the Jeep. Also the limbs. Pumped
and chored.
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March 2, Saturday

March 3, Sunday

March 4, Monday

March 5, Tuesday

March 6, Wednesday

March 7, Thursday
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Tonny: 16° above. N.E. wind. Cleared this A.M. to a fair day this P.M. Another
damn snowstorm last night. Filled my barn road solid full again. Snowplow
down as far as the house driveway this morning. Put on chains before starting
out with milk. Didn’t get over to other barn first this morning. Had Miss
Spinney come down and plowed out barn road this P.M. after 4:00. He visited
more than a half hour so I’m late choring again tonight. Don and Cynthia here
when | came from barn.

Tonny: 20° above. Sunny with westerly air. Chored. Went on milk route. Nan
stayed home and rested. | had an hour’s rest before starting my P.M. work.
Pumped and chored. This has been a pretty day overhead, but lots of snow.
tonight Nan put up the milk while | watched Bonanza.

Tonny: Beautiful calm morning, 14° above. Town meeting day. Up at 5:50.
Chored and delivered milk down as far as the Grange Hall by noon time. Had
baked bean dinner there and then continue on downtown. Went to town
meeting this P.M. Had a big upheaval in town meeting this A.M. William
Hopkins. Venner Curtis, and Lewis Haskell elected selectmen. Lucy Morrison
immediately refused the town treasurer berth, and Mary Waterman was
elected treas., collector and excises collector. William Hurd constable and
traffic officer. Very, very small group out to meeting. Was told 63 was largest
vote cast. Bill Hopkins 35. V.L. Beverage had 28. Pretty disgusting - Pretty
disgusting.

Tonny: 22° above. Easterly wind. Snowed an inch or so during night. Became a
beautiful thawing day. Chored and went on mil route to get the reactions to
town meeting. Mostly disappointed and disgusted. Can’t find out why there
was such a small attendance unless everyone felt there was no sense in going.
Saw the boat come, and then came home to pump and chore. While we were
in town Bill Hopkins suggested he come down to supper about 8 o’clock. At 9
he called and said he couldn’t’ make it. Baked ham slice, baked potatoes, hot
biscuits, raspberry pie, etc. “Oh hum.” His hard luck.

Tonny: East N.E. Raw 25° above. Looks stormy. Started snowing before | came
from the barn this A.M. Pretty tough by the time we started out with milk,
what with changing to rain as we went along. Got stuck after leaving Hiram’s
house before we go to his barn, then found almost too much snow from Dick
Ball’s to Geo. Beverage’s. Was raining hard and blowing a gale by the time we
got downtown. Changed into dry clothes and rested a half hour before starting
chores. Didn’t attempt to water up at other barn as it was raining and blowing
so hard. Lights out for about 5 minutes while doing chores up here. Wind
struck out around and blowing nearly 50 miles an hour. S.W. when | came from
barn. What a day and night. Glass dropped to 28.55.

Tonny: 30° above. Strong westerly wind. Rain settled the snow some yesterday
P.M. but still lots and lots of it around. Snow plow went into Montgomery’s last
night when it came down about 7:30. First time since the first of the winter.
Chored. Went on milk route. Nan stayed home as Bertha J. came down at noon
to give Nan a permanent. Had an oil and filter change in Chevy while | was
uptown. Pumped and chored.
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March 8, Friday

Tonny’s birthday

March 9, Saturday

March 10, Sunday

March 11, Monday

March 12, Tuesday

March 13, Wednesday
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Tonny: Westerly wind. Sunny 22° above. Beautiful day. Chored and went on
milk route with Nan. Clara Waterman invited us in to call on her father a few
minutes on our way home. He look pretty good but is helpless. Completely
bedridden. Came home and started right in on chores trying to get through a
little earlier. The Burgesses and H. Calderwoods down to turkey supper. Had a
nice time. The Burgesses gave me a box of candy, a custard pie, and a carton
of light bulbs. The H.C.’s brought me a jar of raised donuts, and a doz. eggs.
Pat, Mike and Michael sent me an 8 in. adjustable wrench. Received cards from
Jennie, Etta, Ben A., Helen M., Martin & Bertha, Thelma, Aunt Mellie.

Tonny: Westerly wind. Some high cloudiness. 28°. Became a nice day. Snow
really softened some. Chored. Nan delivered milk. | washed up milk containers
and separator, and then rested what time | had until | started pumping chores
early. Down from barn last time about 7:20. Up to Milton and Edythe Ames to
baked bean supper. The Burgesses there. Had a nice time. Received 2 pair of
socks from the Ames as a birthday present. Olive and Grumpy also sent me a
pair today by Nan. Received cards from Rosanne and Austin and from Pamela.

Tonny: Overcast spitting snow. Wind N.E. - above 22°. Chored. Snowed
considerable while we were delivering milk. Changed to rain just as we got
home. Then back to snow and snowed hard until about 5:00 P.M. Rested an
hour, then chored. Bill Hopkins called to say he’d like to come down to have
supper with us. He came while | was still milking and drove right up to the
barn. Tried to back down in my snow ruts and got stuck. | tried to push him out
with Chevy and couldn’t. Backed the Chevy down onto town road where the
snowplow had cleared, put my chains on, and then succeeded in pushing him
out, but in doing so my bumper slipped up over his, and we’re still hung there
together. He had Sampson come down after him. Some evening.

Tonny: 16° above. Strong N.W. wind. Snow banking. Sunny but cold. Bill H.
and H. Demmons down to clear cars while | was choring. Made me later getting
chores done. Tore my chains all to pieces, even breaking one side chain.
Delivered milk. Lawrence Grant gave me a pair of chains off Lamont’s truck.
Side chains as good as new. Had Pat put on some new cross chains along with
the best ones left on mine, so have a nice pair of chains again. Pumped and
chored. Didn’t get over to other barn first this morning, so when | looked in on
our way delivering milk | found the Black Flora heifer had calved in calving pen
- a black heifer - Charlie Jr.’s second offspring. Fgt rate on grain advanced
from 60 to 70 cents. How long can we stand such treatment.

Tonny: 25° above. Snowstorm again. Chored. Put on chains before we could
start out with milk. A very hard day to drive. Broke our own road clear to
George Beverage’s and down to Jack Brown’s before we met the snowplow.
Stopped at Bill H. a few minutes after delivering milk. Came home and chored.
Nan over to other barn with me tonight.

Tonny: 25° above. Warming up. A nice day. Chored. Found the Lawrence
Beverage Jersey had calved in tie-up when | went over to Tumbledown this
morning - a nice red heifer. Nan started out with milk while | cleaned out the
Jeep and put on chains. Caught up with Nan at Adams. Helped her the rest of
downtown run. Then bagged up the rest of a pile of shavings at Brown’s and
brought them home. Had 24 bags. Jim had 10 of the 24 already bagged for me.
Pumped and chored. A full day. Nan over to the other barn with me tonight.
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March 14, Thursday

March 15, Friday

March 16, Saturday

March 17, Sunday

March 18, Monday

March 19, Tuesday

March 20, Wednesday
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Tonny: 26° above. Almost calm. Snow again last night. A nice day but very
sloppy on the road. Chored and delivered milk. Rested an hour and then
chored again.

Tonny: Clear and sunny. Quite cold - 20°. a nice day but didn’t thaw except
against the bldging. Nan delivered the milk and | went over by our spring, cut
junked up and hauled out on my hand sled three loads of a dry tree. A fine way
to prove one is a Jack Arse. Someday maybe the snow will go enough so | can
get my last winter’s wood hauled out. Nan washed a couple small loads of
clothes here at home this P.M. Pumped and chored.

Tonny: Cold this morning but nice and sunny - 10° above with westerly air.
Became a beautiful day. Thawed a bit in the sun. Nan delivered milk. | split up
the wood for the kitchen stove | hauled out yesterday and tiered it on the
porch. Nan did a wash at Burgesses. Invited the Thorntons down to spend the
evening with us. Had a nice time.

Tonny: 30° above - S.E. wind. Snow this morning changing to rain this P.M.
Chored. Went on milk route with Nan. Came home by way of the Beveridges
and had a nice dinner of mutton curried with them. Came home at 3:30.
Pumped and chored.

Tonny: Had snowed when | got up this morning. Wind striking from the
westard. Came out nice and sunny. Nan delivered milk. | worked around and
had Pat come down to start the Jeep again. He cleaned it, had a scale
between the points, but it still doesn’t run right. | believe the carburetor is
partly plugged or something of that nature. Finishing a letter to Band R |
started yesterday protesting the mark up in freight rate on grain from 60 to 70
cents. Chored.

Tonny: Beautiful sunny day. North Wind. You can see the snow is settling
some. Chored. Nan delivered milk. | rigged up with a pillow case over my head
and shoulders and swept down the tie-up, the ground now ceiling, and the
cistern room ceiling. Also scraped the back wall. Man oh man, what a change.
The place was getting pretty cobwebby. Pumped and chored. Purple finches,
snow buntings, tree sparrows, a jinco, and a grosbeak here at the feeder this
morning, and of course the starlings. Went into shop to start my tractor this
P.M. and the battery was flatter than a

Tonny: Wind N.E. looking like snow. About 22 or so above. Saw 5 wild geese
flying over as | came from the barn this morning. Chored. Nan delivered milk. |
went out on birch tree hill to cut another dry tree for living room stove. The
Jeep almost didn’t start for me, and when | had the tree fitted up and in the
Jeep it wouldn’t start out there. Nan tried to two me in Chevy but couldn’t, so
Lawrence Beverage towed it home for me when he came down in his father’s
truck to look at the animals I’m selling. The Stimpson Island cow’s heifer “Big
Red” and the Stimpson Island’s cow’s 2 yr. heifer (black and white) which
didn’t breed at pasture last summer. Sold the two to him - $170 pd. for
tomorrow morning by check.
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March 21, Thursday

March 22, Friday

March 23, Saturday

March 24, Sunday

March 25, Monday

March 26, Tuesday

Tonny & Annie Calderwood’s 1963 Diary

Tonny: Spring arrives. Clear but pretty cool. About 26 or 28. Northerly or
N.N.E. breeze. Made a beautiful day. Snow settled some more, but still
everywhere just an expanse of white. Little King came after the two animals
this morning. Chored. Nan delivered milk. | put rental battery in Tractor,
warmed it up, coupled onto my new bush and bog harrow and harrowed the ice
and snow on the road between house and barn. Will help it thaw much more
quickly. Sawed up some kitchen wood by hand. Pumped and chored. Nan sick
all night. Up and down disease. Terrible cramps.

Tonny: About 28° above. N.W. wind. A sharp cold but nice. Nan resting easier
this morning. | washed bottles before starting barn chores. Chored and
delivered milk. Steve W. down shortly after noon and got Jeep going. Rested a
few minutes after getting back from milk and then chored. Nan up and around
but feeling pretty wobbly. Herb P. (Uncle Herb that is) down after a bag of
dairy ration for his hens this morning. Will pay me April 4.00.

Tonny: About 20° N.W. wind. Looks like a nice day coming up. This is Wilson
Fremont Beverage’s birthday. Chored. Went on milk route. Nan went along.
Parked uptown on parking lot until boat came. Came home. Pumped an
chored. This has been a lovely day. Thawed some in sun.

Tonny: Beautiful morning but cold 20° above. Northerly wind. Chored. It
appears Calderwood is getting a cold or something. Shoulders and hips ached
to | crawled to bed while Nan delivered milk. Chored. Bill H. called while | was
at Tumbledown saying he’d like to come down to take some movies of milking,
chores, and to have supper with us. He came and unbelievably came on time.
Took some movies while | chored. Showed the movies after supper that he’s
taken to date. Pretty good.

Tonny: About 26° - S.W. breeze. Thawed some. Fox Sparrows arrived this
morning and are they beautiful. Chored. Crawled back to bed again after Nan
left with milk. Not very ambitious. Back and shoulders still ache like old fury-
ation. Crawled out at 3:30 to start pumping chores, and had just got the wood
and bottles lugged in when Doug Stone came with grain. Harvey Demmons has
been sick for nearly two weeks. Pumped and chored. Nan went over to other
barn with me. Freight rate back to $.60 on grain due to a letter | wrote Mr.
Kaler last week. Received a nice letter from him in reply.

Tonny: Clear and sunny. Not a ripple on the water and warm. 34 or 35 above.
Two large flocks of wild geese flew over this morning. 50 some and 26.
Blackbirds (red-winged) arrived, also cow birds. Chored. Nan delivered milk. |
lugged the fitted wood from the Jeep to the wood house. Took the brush and
tarred paper away from in front of porch. Those damned field mice have just
about ruined everything - Nan’s Japanese Quince, one of my red maples, my
Northern Spy tree, and my dwarf pear. Don’t know yet whether they
completely pooched or not. Built a grain feed box with legs on like a saw horse
to try in front of the cows so they wouldn’t have to strain ahead to reach their
grain while I’m milking. Worked very good tonight. Snow has settled good
today. Walked to barn all way on bare ground tonight first time since early
winter.
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March 29, Friday
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April 1, Monday
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Tonny: Fog and rain during night and raining hard this morning. 44° above. Boy
oh boy has the snow really settled and disappeared in the last 24 hours. Can
even see we do have some field under the snow. Nan delivered milk. | took
chains off Jeep and went along up to get shavings at Brown’s that Jim had
bagged up for me - 19 bags. Helped Nan delivered from teachers to John
Brown’s. Nan did wash. | stopped at Wayside on way home to have Steve put in
a new set of sparkplugs and have the right hand door repaired where | bent it a
while ago. Came home, unloaded shavings, pumped and chored. Snow has
continued receding.

Tonny: 32° above. West S.W. wind. A beautiful day. Nan delivered milk. |
went out below Birch Tree corner and cut another one of C.K.’s dead trees for
kitchen wood. Got it all junked up in stove lengths and the limbs trimmed.
Split enough for tonight. Chored. I’m beginning to think I’m just getting into
the middle of this damn cold mess instead of getting over it. Hangs on like old
fury-ation. Also seem to be having a digestive upset along with it.

Tonny: Northerly air - sunny - 22 above. Wind swung into the eastward late in
the day. Nan delivered milk. | went out to yesterday’s operation in the Jeep,
quartered the junks and hauled them in. Wheeled it across lawn to woodpile
and split most half of it for the kitchen stove. Rested a half-hour, pumped and
chored.

Tonny: Strong S.W. wind. Looks rainy. Up at 3:00 A.M. with stomach
discomfort. Felt pretty miserable. Finally eased up so | went back to sleep. Did
rain a wee bit while | was doing chores, but stayed raw with S.W. wind all day.
Forrest Adams called at other barn while | was choring there this morning to
say the side door of carriage house at Mrs. Pease’s had been swinging and the
edge board broken off. Don’t know whether it came loose or was jimmied
open. Prudy came before | finished chores here to hook up water pump in barn
so | could water cows with hose instead of lugging it from cistern in buckets.
Nan went with milk. | helped Prudy this P.M. Took the motor off my concrete
mixer to use as it is larger than the one he brought. Also extended light cable
from barn floor into ground mow. Mrs. Dorothy Beveridge called a short time
this P.M. Chored.

Tonny: About 30 degrees. Beautiful sunny day but wind cool. Chored and went
on milk route with Nan. Rested most a couple hours this P.M.