
In the 1870's and 1880's two-masted mackerel seiners gave a great impetus to fishing on North 

Haven where they were the mainstay of the fishing industry. The vessels carried crews of 14 or 

15 men going south in the Spring and north in the Summer. Most of the fish were salted down 

on board and taken to Portland for sale. In the last decades of the 19th century, more than 19 

seiners sailed from North Haven, a number of them from Pulpit Harbor. Roscoe Babbidge of 

Pulpit Harbor, owned the Eben Dale. Sanford Cooper, also of Pulpit Harbor, owned a seiner. In 

total, nine seiners were owned by Pulpit Harbor men. A number of other seiners sailed from 

Pulpit Harbor, enough so that disputes sometimes arose concerning anchorage.  

 Several of the Pulpit Harbor stores outfitted the boats and supplied provisions for them. 

The cooperôs shop near the harbor was an important asset that was needed to furnish         

thousands of casks to fishing vessels. On board, the barrels were carried in a "knocked down" 

condition and put together as needed by a cooper who sailed on every ship. Over 100 men on 

the island were engaged in mackerel fishing and many of Pulpit Harbor's residents owned a 

share in a vessel. In addition, knitting nets for all aspects of the fishing economy, was a part of 

the life of nearly every family of North Haven. Many islanders including a number of women 

and girls (some as young as eight and nine years of age) also worked seasonably at processing 

plants on the Thoroughfare. When the fishing industry "crashed" about 1890, many families 

were impoverished. 

 The Rockland Opinion reported that, on North Haven, ñvessels that had been fishing for 

eight months had not even wet their seine netsé the conditions of these men and their families 

can hardly be imagined.ò 
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The bulk of the lower-grade fish were shipped abroad as laborersô food, chiefly to the West 

Indies, and salt mackerel remains an important fish to this day in areas such as Jamaica. 




